
 

 
PROPOSAL IN SUPPORT OF THE CELEBRATION 

OF ALL MARRIAGES IN OUR CHURCH 

As a community of faith, we the congregation of Northaven United Methodist Church recognize              
God’s profound blessing of both same-sex and opposite-sex marriages and affirm that the celebration of               
marriage is an important part of the ministry of our church. The Book of Discipline, while recognizing the                  
sanctity of marriage and God’s blessing on that institution, whether or not there are children of such                 
union, attempts to restrict, by policy, the extent of the solemnization and blessing of marriage to                
marriages between a man and a woman. Our commitment to celebrating the blessing of marriage,               
regardless of gender, is deeply rooted in our commitment to social justice and inclusion and our mission                 
to spread faithfully the teachings of Jesus Christ. We believe that blanket restrictions on the celebration                
of marriage for legal marriages is fundamentally contrary to our commitment and mission and to our                
service, and to the service of our clergy, to each member of our church. 

Currently, some provisions of the Book of Discipline seek to deprive certain of our members               
from the solemnization or celebration of marriage and are incompatible with Christian teaching and our               
commitment as a church to social justice and inclusion. They result in discriminatory treatment among               
our members and the withholding of pastoral care, which are unacceptable to us as a congregation. 

The Constitution of The United Methodist Church states that “The United Methodist Church             
is a part of the church universal, which is one Body in Christ. The United Methodist Church                 
acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth. All persons without regard to race, color, national                
origin, status, or economic condition, shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its                
programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized members, and upon taking vows               
declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in any local church in the connection. In The                
United Methodist Church no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall be structured so                
as to exclude any member or any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, national origin,                  
status or economic condition.” (Emphasis added.)  

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church itself affirms “that sexuality is God’s               
good gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift. . . . We affirm                    
that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All persons need the                  
ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care                  
of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. . . . We affirm                   
that God’s grace is available to all. . . . We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.”                      
(Emphasis added.) 

The Book of Discipline, however, in contravention of this fundamental Constitutional principle            
and of its own otherwise inclusive provisions, includes blatantly discriminatory provisions in an attempt              
to exclude gay and lesbian members from the full life of the church, both generally and with specific                  
application to the solemnization or celebration of marriage. Specifically, paragraph 341.6 of the Book of               
Discipline states that “Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our              
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ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches.” Paragraph 341.6 discriminates against same-sex              
couples and is inconsistent with the teachings of Jesus Christ, as well as our Constitution. We recognize                 
that United Methodists are not in agreement on these matters. We believe, however, that under our                
Constitution the celebration of marriage, including same-sex marriages, should be permitted on the             
property of a church. 

We believe that it is appropriate for our clergy, our church leadership, and our trustees to know                 
the mind of our congregation on these important matters, both for our church and our denomination. 

As a congregation, we therefore reaffirm our commitment to working within the            
denomination to change the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church so that it may be                 
consistent with the teachings of Jesus Christ and our Constitution. We also commit to supporting and                
honoring legal marriages, including same-sex marriages, in the same way. We fully recognize and assume               
the known and unknown risks associated with these commitments, because we are called upon by God,                
through Jesus Christ, to be true to the teachings of Jesus Christ and to our mission and to resist injustice                    
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves, as promised in the sacrament of baptism and                
the rite of confirmation in The United Methodist Church. 

We therefore resolve that our congregation, the congregation of Northaven United Methodist            
Church, will support and honor marriages of couples licensed to be married on an equal basis, regardless                 
of gender. We offer and approve the use of our church property, including our sanctuary, equally for                 
ceremonies of legal marriage, including same-sex marriages. We affirm that any of our clergy who               
individually choose to minister fully to “all persons without regard to race, color, national origin, status,                
or economic condition” by celebrating such marriages may do so knowing that we give them our full                 
support. We ask our church leadership and trustees to take all necessary and appropriate steps to                
implement fully this resolution. 

We recognize that standing up for our beliefs and principles is not without risk, yet we commit                 
that we will continue to support Northaven United Methodist Church through our vow of membership,               
with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. We, nevertheless, ask our church leadership              
and trustees, in the implementation of this congregational resolution, to take all reasonable and              
appropriate steps to identify and, if possible, mitigate any adverse consequences to our church and to our                 
clergy. 

We ask that God guide the expression and exercise of our faith and decisions of our                
congregation, so that we may actively participate in bringing the light of God’s unconditional love to all. 
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