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Dear Friends and Members of Northaven,

 

As we experience grief and anger regarding the recent decisions made at the special session of the General 

Conference of the United Methodist Church in St. Louis last week, I want to also acknowledge the deep sense 

of solidarity I felt on Sunday morning, at both the 9:30 Information Meeting and the 11:00 worship service. You 

showed up! And the Spirit showed up too! Testimonies of resilience were shared, songs of truth were sung and 

we recommitted ourselves to a covenant of love inspired by the living God who will not let us go.

 

As your Leadership Team listened to your questions, thoughts and feelings, it was clear you wanted to act 

swiftly, boldly and wisely. We met on Sunday afternoon gaining consensus around these steps. 

 

Northaven will:

Send a clear message to our neighbors that we are distancing our church from the United Methodist 

“brand” (but not from our Wesleyan heritage and theology).  We will do this by keeping our rainbow sign 

in place over the “United Methodist” in our name, for the time being.

Suspend payment of apportionments to the “general church” (beyond The North Texas Annual 

Conference) at this time.  Funds will be held in a designated account.  

Act “as if” the One Church Plan passed.  The One Church Plan would have created space in our 

denomination for differences of opinion and contextual ministry.  In addition, it would have deleted 

harmful language from the Book of Discipline.  In our context, it would have meant the freedom to host 

and perform same sex weddings.  We will act “as if” it is so.

Participate in building a broad coalition of progressive and moderate churches who will resist the 

Traditional Plan and advocate for the One Church Plan as the basis for our behavior as churches and 

clergy of the North Texas Conference.  Conversations and meetings are already occurring in this regard, 

both in our Conference and beyond. 

Do no harm.  John Wesley was clear that Methodists should “evidence their desire for salvation” first by 

doing no harm.  We may not do it perfectly, but may our desire to do no harm be perfectly intended.

 

Please call or email if you have questions or comments. And may God’s spirit of love fill our hearts with hope 

for the new thing that is emerging.

 

Blessings,

 

Marti Soper   Betty Boyer                  Michael Bobbitt

Sr. Pastor   Chair, Leadership Team   Lay Leader


