
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Members of Northaven, 
 
As you may know, the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church met last week and announced its 
findings on Friday, April 26th.  As expected, portions of the Traditional Plan were deemed unconstitutional 
while others were deemed constitutional and will take effect January 1, 2020.  Also, a separate ruling of the 
Judicial Council approved an exit strategy for local churches wanting to leave the denomination that requires 
three things:  
 

● Disaffiliation approval by a two-thirds majority of members present voting at the local church 
conference. 

● Establishment of conditions of disaffiliation by the conference board of trustees between a local 
church and the annual conference.  

● Approval of the disaffiliation by a simple majority of members of the annual conference present and 
voting.  

Disheartening is that the most egregious aspects of the plan were upheld including more punitive actions 
against clergy who perform same-gender weddings; the requirement for Boards of Ordained Ministry to not 
recommend, and Bishops to not commission or ordain, candidates who identify as “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals; ” an expansion of the definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual” to include people living 
in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership, or civil union or a person who publicly states that she or he is a 
practicing homosexual. 

Clearly Northaven cannot live under the disciplinary requirements of the Traditional Plan.  A new path must be 
charted.  The question is how?  

There are various conversations going on about this question.  I will be part of a conversation that is being 
hosted by a group of leaders (including our Bishop McKee) at Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City, May 
20-22.  This meeting will include 600 diverse leaders from across the country [18% of those invited are young 
adults, 18% are people of color, 12% are LGBT leaders in the church] and is described as “focused on what 
centrists and progressives believe God wills for United Methodism going forward. The group will look at 
various paths forward and ultimately seek consensus on the way forward. Attendees will then return to their 
annual conferences to expand the conversation within their conferences.”  

At a North Texas Conference level, the movement to declare our conference a “One Church” conference 
continues.  You can sign the petition for this action by clicking here.  The results of this effort will be made 
public on May 13th at the Clergy Session of Annual Conference.  If there is enough affirmation, the Annual 
Conference will also have an opportunity to consider the findings at a local church or pastor level. 

It is my fervent hope that a coalition of progressives and moderates will band together in a witness to God 
that maintains a Wesleyan emphasis on grace and on faith seeking understanding.  Our global connection has 

http://northtexansonechurch.org/


enabled us to be a powerful force for good in the world, but we must now disconnect ourselves from the harm 
that is being done in the name of Christ.  And we cannot leave any of our siblings to wonder if they have been 
invited into full participation in our churches.  We need a “new thing.”  And now.  In this “in between” season 
we will continue our sacred resistance.  

Please pray for wisdom for Northaven and the UMC.  

Blessings,  

Marti 


